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Charles Darwin University acknowledges all 
First Nations people across the lands on 
which we live and work, and we pay our 
respects to Elders both past and present.
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• Research evaluation trends
• Open research evaluation
• OpenAlex
• ERA2018, Scopus, and OpenAlex
• HERD, Scopus, and OpenAlex
• HERD: Distant reading
• Challenges and prospects

3



Research evaluation trends

4



Distant Reading of Higher Education 
Research Journals

National assessment by institutions & 
fields of research (FoR)

Open research evaluation

Framework & Reference: ERA2018 Framework & Reference: HERD
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Open 
research 
evaluation

• Google Scholar, Publish-or-Perish [individual]….

• Leiden, URAP, NTU, Scimago [institutional]….

• Rankings - Shanghai, THES, QS [epistemically 
indifferent]
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OpenAlex
• Priem, J., Piwowar, H., & Orr, R. (2022). OpenAlex: A fully-
open index of scholarly works, authors, venues, institutions, 
and concepts. ArXiv. https://arxiv.org/abs/2205.01833
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ERA2018, Scopus, 
and OpenAlex
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HERD: distant 
reading
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• Gleaning insights from large corpuses
• Drawing on social science methodologies
• Digital approaches to the Humanities

• POTENTIAL TO AVOID:
• Colonisation by bibliometrics
• Technical inaccessibility & specialisms
• Objectifying authors’ efforts
• De-meaning authors’ contibutions



HERD time 
series 



Publication teams in HERD
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HERD topics
• R-package stm
• Structural Topic Modelling

• Latent Dirichlet Analysis
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HERD citation 
network
• Bibliometric coupling
• Co-citation analysis
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Career pathways

• Authors in HERD

• Locate the OEUVRE of authors

• Trace publications
• Academic age
• Topics 
• Education-related
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