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Exploring the potential of short-form qualifications:
An inquiry into the design and delivery of new ‘dual academy’ qualifications in NT Aboriginal
contexts

3 years full-time appointment | $32,192pa + top-up | Casuarina Campus

About the project

Aboriginal elders and other knowledge authorities have always practiced their own forms of training and qualification, raising
skilled new generations of young people under appropriate authority.

In recent years, new kinds of short-form qualification, such as micro-credentials and digital badges, have created new
opportunities for universities and Aboriginal knowledge authorities to work together in designing forms of teaching, learning and
credentialisation which are suitable for Aboriginal learners, which connect with and maintain both Aboriginal and other
knowledge traditions, and which activate new opportunities for business and enterprise development.

The purpose of this PhD will be to work collaboratively with relevant stakeholders (e.g. Aboriginal knowledge authorities,
Aboriginal organisations and government and university staff) to explore the potential of new forms of micro-qualification to
recognise place-based teaching and learning under Aboriginal authority. This would include a review of existing offerings, and
inquiry into the potential design and delivery of new forms of credentials and qualification processes relevant in NT contexts.
This project will include advisory input from NTG Dept of Education and Training, and Aboriginal stakeholder groups already
engaged in this area (e.g. ranger organisations and Bush universities).

The candidate will be expected to have a commitment to collaborative community-based research, and ideally be able to
undertake remote fieldwork. The initial design of the project may include the formalisation of an Indigenous supervisory group
and/or stakeholder advisory group, working in collaboration with CDU supervisors.

About you
This is an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander identified position.
To be considered for this opportunity you should have:
e  First Class Honors (or equivalent) in a social science or humanities field such as science and technology studies,
anthropology, human geography, sociology, public policy, Indigenous studies, or another aligned discipline
e Acommitmentto collaborative research work under First Nations authority
e  Capacity to work in remote Northern Territory locations.
Dual-Academy entry: If you are a senior Aboriginal person qualified for this role though your own cultural authority, please contact
Michaela Spencer michaela.spencer@cdu.edu.au to discuss options for a ‘dual academy’ enrolment.

Scholarship Details

The successful applicant will receive a Research Training Program (RTP) Scholarship which will include a $32,192 (tax exempt and
indexed annually) and a RTP Fee Offset for the tuition fees. A taxable scholarship top-up valued at $10,000 per annum will also be
available. For further information on the RTP Scholarship conditions, please visit Higher Degree by Research Scholarships at
CDU.

Eligibility

The successful applicant must:
. be an Australian Citizen, an Australian Permanent Resident; or a New Zealand Citizen
e meetthe PhD course entry requirements at CDU outlined here.

How to Apply
To submit an expression of interest please send the following to Dr Michaela Spencer at michaela.spencer@cdu.edu.au.
e ACV
e one page cover letter outlining your research interests and experience
. relevant statements and academic transcripts
. publications

For further enquiries please contact Michaela Spencer on 08 8946 7251 or email michaela.spencer@cdu.edu.au.

As there is no closing date on this application process, we encourage early application.
Commencement date: As soon as possible in 2025.
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